Regional Summaries of the 103rd Christmas Bird Count
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There were more counts, observers,
parties, hours, and distances covered this
year in Atlantic Canada than ever
before. These produced 372,347 indi-
vidual birds and tied the record number
of species (179), plus five in count week,
although if we compensate for the six
new counts and for a couple of possibly
dubious species (coded “no details™),
most indices of effort and achievement
become a little less impressive than last
year’s. Sharp cold in early December and

mediocre weather on count days (aver-
age rank 11th among the past 16 years
by my rough index) did not help. As
usual, teams from Nova Scotia made
more effort in all measures and, with
moderate coastal climes, produced most
species (168) and individuals (220,278)
than all other provinces plus Saint-Pierre
et Miquelon combined. All sub-regions
were, however, able to claim some
unique finds and high counts. Editing
the new or recently established counts
posed some problems. The rule of less
than once in ten years for unusual
species cannot be invoked, so | eliminat-
ed some such designations by compilers
unless truly unusual in a wider context.
And, of course, high counts take some
years to establish. Some “new” counts,
though, had long been run outside the

Audubon tradition and published local-
ly, and it is good to see them join the
larger scheme.

Most waterbirds and shorebirds seemed
relatively unaffected by weather. Red-
throated and Common loons were more
common (also per party hour) than ever,
but Horned Grebe numbers were about
average and Red-necked Grebes remained
depressed after a sharp drop last year. A
count-week Eared Grebe at Tle Saint-
Pierre was a regional first. Exceptional
numbers of Greater Shearwaters
remained off Brier Island, NS, through
December, giving another new species for
the region. Numbers of offshore alcids
were not unusual, taking into account the
return after absence last year of the Grand
Manan, NB, count. Two shallow-water
fishers, Great Blue Herons and Belted
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Kingfishers, hung back in record
numbers, at subsequent risk. A Black-
crowned Night-Heron, not a first for
Cape Sable Island, did not last much
longer. A slight reduction from last year in
the ratio of Mallards to Am. Black Ducks
might be furthered by current campaigns
to discourage urban duck feeding. More
heartening was a sharp increase in num-
bers of Harlequin Ducks. A Blue-winged
Teal lingering on Tle Saint-Pierre and a
virtual absence of Ring-necked Ducks
except in St. Johns, NF, were equally
unusual. As usual, Cape Sable Island, NS,
produced the most shorebirds, including
the largest-ever counts of Black-bellied
Plover, Sanderling, and Dunlin. A small
flock of Semipalmated Sandpipers has
been repeatedly identified among them
(despite skeptics) during the past three
winters, although not critically close by on
this year’s count day. More startling was a
first regional CBC Ruff that frequented
an urban park in Dartmouth, NS, from
late November. Among the gulls, party-
hour-corrected numbers of Herring and
Great Black-backed remained well below
their mid-1990s levels; Bonaparte’s,
Iceland, and Glaucous stayed within their
long-term ranges; and Ring-billed con-
tinued to increase. Among the usual
“Europeans” in St. John's, NF, a count-
week Yellow-legged Gull was exciting,
but not a CBC first for that count.
Three Forster’s Terns in NS were also
not unprecedented.

It was, predictably, an “off” year for
most northern eruptives, including
Snowy Owls, N. Shrikes, and Bohemian
Waxwings and, less extremely, Red-
breasted Nuthatches. Pine Grosbeaks,
Pine Siskins, Common Redpolls, and,
markedly, the two crosshills, were also
less evident, but Am. Goldfinches were
everywhere, and Evening Grosbeaks
were in largest numbers since the mid-
1990s. The “beachhead” populations of
N. Cardinals in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick may have stabilized, and a
huge increase in the total numbers of
House Finches was largely due to the
return of the Moncton, NB, count.
Potential range expansions of Red-bellied

Woodpecker and Carolina Wren seem
to have stalled a little.

More half-hardy landbirds seem to
attempt to winter in Atlantic Canada
than in many coastal regions farther
south, a situation referred to as “Scotian
shadow” by an earlier generation of New
England birders. Hard pre-count weather
this year took its toll of numbers of regu-
larly lingering warblers and Baltimore
Orioles. Unexpected, although not new
for the region, were a Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker near Kingston, NS, a count-
week Eastern Phoebe near Wolfville,
NS, and six Tree Swallows in coastal
Halifax-Dartmouth, NS. As always, rare
vagrants produced the most excitement,
and included a count-week Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher for Yarmouth, NS, and a
count-week Northern Wheatear for
Fredericton, NB. Truly unusual were first
regional count-day records of Say’s
Phoebe near Jemseg, NB, and Mountain
Bluebird near Yarmouth, NS.
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The 103rd Christmas Bird Count
was not a great one compared to the

very good 102nd season in Quebec.
Nevertheless, a total of 124 species was
observed on count day. Strangely, the
mild weather in Quebec from September
to the end of December did not result in
interesting records of neotropical
migrants on the counts. Conversely, most
lakes and streams were not frozen, allow-
ing aquatic birds to stay in numbers.

Twenty-nine counts were done in
Quebec this year, plus the Ottawa-Hull
count that is done half in Quebec and
half in Ontario (assigned to Ontario
region). Compared to the 26 counts
done last year, this is a 12 percent
increase. There were three new counts:
Beauce-Sud, Tle-du-Grand Calumet,
and Vaucluse. The Grenville count,
which had been active from 1977 to
1981 and in 2001, was not done in
2002, whereas the St.-Timothée count,
which was active from 1992 to 2000,
became active again this year. From a
national point of view, Quebec still has a
low per capita performance of one count
per 240,000 inhabitants, compared with
the Canadian average of one count per
90,000 inhabitants.

The 30 counts were spread between
15 December and 30 December. The
most popular census period was the
weekend of 14-15 December (12 and 5
counts, respectively). All counts reported
good weather conditions on count day.
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Quebec City and Ottawa-Hull each
had the highest number of field
observers (105 each), but Ottawa-Hull
had the highest total of observers
because it added 11 feeder-watchers
compared to four in Quebec City.

As to the birds, the 124 species totaled
236,848 individuals. Ottawa-Hull had
the highest number of birds (40,404)
and shared the highest number of
species (73) with Quebec City.
Montreal, with 72 species, was very
close. One species, the European
Starling, was reported in all counts.

The total number of individuals
(Quebec region, excluding Ottawa-Hull)
was more than 10,000 in eight species:
American Crow (43,321, of which
30,000 in St.-Jean), European Starling
(33,590), Rock Dove (17,726), House
Sparrow  (12,011), and Mallard
(10,894). Contrary to last year (when
two irruptive species, the Common
Redpoll and Bohemian Waxwing, were
in noticeable numbers, with 9983 and
3545 individuals respectively), there was
no irruptive species with more than 500
individuals this season.

If we look at threatened species, the
total of 134 Barrow’s Goldeneyes is below
last year’s count (177) and far below the
mark of 423 birds established two years
ago. Two Harlequin Ducks, one in
Montréal and one in Ottawa-Hull, were
notable. Seventeen Bald Eagles, 31
Cooper’s Hawks, and 11 Peregrine
Falcons are encouraging numbers.

I should point out the two Red-
throated Loons in Percé, one Common
Loon in Brome-Missisquoi and two in
Georgeville, three Pied-billed Grebes
and two Red-necked Grebes in
Longueuil, and 91 Great Cormorants in
Forillon and 61 in Percé. Among the
ducks, the presence of one Gadwall in
Contrecoeur and 115 in Montréal is a
sign that this species is now wintering
more commonly in Quebec. Similarly,
Lesser Black-backed Gulls were seen in
Lennoxville and Ottawa-Hull. Wilson's
Snipe, a local specialty of the Quebec
City count, was seen in Quebec City
this year, after having been missed last

year. Another snipe was seen in Percé.
Three Purple Sandpipers were found
in Tadoussac.

Twenty-nine Wild Turkeys in St.-
Timothée, two Ring-necked Pheasants
in Matapédia, and one Ringed Turtle-
Dove in Sorel-Tracy were notable. The
Northern Flicker has become fairly com-
mon on Quebec’s Christmas Bird
Counts, with seven individuals in Laval-
Ahuntsic, two in Chicoutimi-Jonquigre,
one in Hudson, and one in Montréal.
Similarly, 12 Carolina Wrens, of which
6 were in Quebec City, is a high num-
ber. If | had to identify the best sightings
of the 103rd count, | would suggest the
Varied Thrush in Tadoussac and the
Orange-crowned Warbler in Montréal,
followed by the Eastern Towhee in
Chicoutimi-Jonquiere.

Despite the fact that few Quebec
observers go owling on the CBCs, the
number of owl reports was impressive
this year. Longueuil totaled 17 individu-
als belonging to six species: one Snowy
Owl, two Barred Owils, two Long-eared
Owls, six Short-eared Owls, six Great
Horned Owls, and one Northern Saw-
whet Owl. Twelve Eastern Screech-Owls
were observed: six in Montréal and two
in Laval-Ahuntsic, Otterburn Park, and
St.-Timothée.

A species that is apparently increasing
in the Quebec Christmas bird counts is
the Chipping Sparrow, with 20 individ-
uals distributed in five localities. One
count had 11 individuals. 1 recommend
that all sightings of Chipping Sparrow
should be verified, because this species
can easily be confused with the American
Tree Sparrow.

The Purple Finch and the House
Finch are also often considered to be
similar species. Still, however, the num-
bers reported seem more likely to raise
questions about what is going on in
Quebec birds instead of questioning
birders' abilities. With reported num-
bers of 1834 Houses Finches compared
to only 102 Purple Finches, one could
easily conclude that some forest birds are
declining whereas open-habitat species
are increasing.

Eastern Screech-Owl (Otus asio) roosting
in nest box, Ottawa-Hull, Ontario.
Photo/Bruce DiLabio
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ed Gull record for the region.

conducted—RBelleville,

The 103rd Christmas counts were
held in Ontario among discussions and
debates about the impact of West Nile
virus on the avifaunal population after
another hot and dry summer season, fol-
lowed by a fall that was much cooler
than the past two years. There were fewer
lingering migrants in the south, very few
species of shorebirds, and waterfowl at
levels closer to the norm. The counts of
winter finches were back to the normal
levels in more northern regions, with a
good seed crop reported, while few were
spotted in the southern counts this year.
Niagara Falls, a.k.a. “the gull mecca of
Ontario,” produced the first Black-head-

A total of 103 counts reported this
year, one more than last year—despite
the fact that four counts that participat-
ed in the previous year did not report
(Ear Falls, Halton Hills, Red Lake, and
South Huron). It is certainly hoped that
these counts will rejoin the ranks again
next year. Four new counts were
Collingwood,
Hilliardton, and Machkinonje-North
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Monetville—and North Shore again
reported, accounting for the total. Most
counts reported some snow this year,
particularly counts in lee of Lake Huron
and Georgian Bay. With less open water
available, waterfowl numbers were lower
in most areas compared to last year, with
significant concentrations noted in areas
with open water, especially along the
southern Great Lakes. Northern owls
were few and far between this year, with
no Great Gray Owls reported—the first
time since 1994.

This season, a total of 2828 people
participated in the field, up approxi-
mately 10 percent over last year. An
additional 1721 people spent 3101
hours watching feeders; though fewer in
number than last year, they spent more
time watching their feeders. Not sur-
prising with the increased field
participation, the total party hours and
kilometers were greater than the previ-
ous year, with a total of 8077.42 party
hours and 71,342.89 party kilome-
ters—3938.45 hours and 5863.92 km
were on foot, 4099.97 hours and
65,131.37 km by car. An additional 34
hours and 87.6 km were logged by
other means of transportation, includ-
ing skis and boat, both motorized and
non-motorized. All regions but the
Northwest had active owling in pre-
count hours—a total of 336.85 hours
and 3184.92 km were spent in the pur-
suit of these nocturnal creatures. All the
participants’ additional efforts did not
go unrewarded this year—a total of
1,375,908 individual birds were record-
ed (170 birds per party hour), with a
total of 172 different species, down 17
from last year.

There has been discussion about using
CBC data to reveal the impact of West
Nile virus on our native bird populations.
Data collected over the long term will
help us document potential changes, but
it may be too early for us to note the
impact on corvid species most susceptible
to the virus. The count for American
Crow is down this year (170,000), but it
does, in fact, follow the natural fluctua-
tions that we have seen in crow

populations in Ontario over the past ten
years. The Blue Jay count this year was, in
fact, higher than last year, with 21,518
individuals recorded. Other species gar-
nering attention during this past CBC
season were chickadees and titmice. The
number of Black-capped Chickadees
recorded was down from the high
recorded last year, though a large migra-
tion of chickadees was not noted this
year. The number of Tufted Titmice
recorded in Ontario this year (92) was
approximately half of last years total
(194), and falls well within the norm for
the past decade. The numbers should be
scrutinized closely in future seasons to
look for any developing trends.
Kingston led the field this year with a
total of 109 species, followed by
Blenheim and Niagara Falls (with their
best count ever) at 99 species, and
Hamilton with 96 species. Ontario
counts recorded the highest number of
Trumpeter Swans this year—fewer were
reported as tagged or banded, showing
the increase in the wild population.
Other evidence of successful reintro-
duction programs is the record number
of Wild Turkeys recorded in the region
this year (2486), well over the previous
high set last year (1741). We are now
finding Wild Turkeys in areas in which
they were never recorded historically.
Some 15 counts recorded Ruby-
crowned Kinglets this year—while the
number (20 individuals) is not the all-
time high, this is the most circles to
have recorded the species. Pine Warblers
were found on four different counts this
year, tying the second highest record for
the Ontario region. The total number
of Chipping Sparrows reported for the
region was 44, the third highest count
(see editorial comments for Sutton on
the CBC web site). This species was
found with more frequency in areas
outside the South than ever before.
Rarities noted during the 103rd CBC
period include the previously men-
tioned Black-headed Gull at Niagara
Falls, which also reported the fourth
Ontario CBC record for California
Gull, a count week (CW) Greater

Yellowlegs in Burk’s Falls, White-eyed
Vireo at Prince Edward Point (first for
that count and sixth Ontario CBC
record), the fifth Ontario CBC record
for Spotted Towhee in Cambridge,
Northern Gannet in Fisherville, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak in Bradford-West
Gwillimbury, a CW Ivory Gull in Deep
River, and a count week Yellow-breast-
ed Chat in Hamilton.

In the Northwest, 14 counts report-
ed, down one from last year. The area
produced 40,799 individuals and 80
different species. Vankleek Hill led the
area with 47 species, followed by
Thunder Bay with 43 and Sturgeon
Lake with 41 species, respectively.
Temperatures for counts in the area
ranged from a high of O degrees C at
Ignace and Vermillion Bay to a low of
—14 degrees C in Morson; 155 partici-
pants recorded a total of 388 party
hours—170 on foot and 220.6 by car.
They clocked 285 km on foot and 3113
by car for a total of 3398 km for the
area. No time was spent owling this
year. Feeder watchers were active; 177
participants logged in 500 hours, sur-
passing that of the participants in the
field by 112 hours.

Waterfowl counts were much lower
than last year, as was the diversity of
waterfowl species—accounted for by the
fact that a majority of counts had at least
some frozen water. Significant sightings
included: Double-crested Cormorant
(1, no details [ND]) at Deep River,
Green-winged Teal (1, good details
[GD]) at Thunder Bay, Hooded
Merganser (1, GD), Ivory Gull (CW,
adequate details [AQ]) at Deep River,
Long-eared Owl (1, GD, ID by voice
[1V]) at Sturgeon Lake, Yellow-bellied
Sapsucker (1, GD) at Thunder Bay,
Black-billed Magpie (1, GD) at
Atikokan, Harris's Sparrow (CW, AQ)
at Vermillion Bay, and meadowlark sp.
at Ignace and Thunder Bay.

In the Northeast, six counts reported,
the same as last year. The area recorded
16,784 individuals, 70 birds per party
hour. A total of 77 species was reported
in this area. Sault Saint Marie led the
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area this year with 54 species, followed
by Sudbury with 32 and Iroquois Falls
and Marathon with 30 species each. The
temperatures on the count days ranged
from a high of 0 degrees C at Sudbury to
a low of —18 degrees C in Marathon. A
total of 134 participants were in the field
during the count period, logging a total
of 238.2 party hours (109 on foot, 128.2
by car, and 1 by motorized boat) and a
total of 2900 km. Owling was conduct-
ed on the Sault Saint Marie count with a
total of 0.25 hours and 0.2 km recorded.
The number of feeder watchers was
lower this year with 70 (92) individuals,
but they spent considerably more time
watching their favorite feeding station,
logging 301 (121) hours.

With the majority of counts reporting
frozen still water and partially open
moving water, waterfowl numbers were
lower than the previous year.
Concentrations of waterfowl were found
in Sudbury and Sault Saint Marie, with
six Common Loons noted in the latter.
Significant sightings for the area included:

Ontario detail

Trumpeter Swan (10, ND) at Sudbury,
Gadwall (1, GD) at Sault Saint Marie,
American Wigeon (1, ND) at Sudbury,
Long-tailed Duck (1, GD) and Ruddy

Duck (2, GD) at Sault Saint Marie,
Sharp-shinned Hawk (1, GD) and
Golden Eagle (1, GD) at Sault Saint
Marie, Wilson’s Snipe (2, GD) at
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Marathon, Northern Saw-whet Owl (1,
IV) at Sault Saint Marie, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet (3, GD) at Sault Saint Marie,
Gray Cathird (1, GD, photo [PH]),
Northern Mockingbird (1, excellent
details [ED], PH), and Brown Thrasher
(1, ED, PH) at Marathon.

The Central West area had 20 counts
reporting, with Halton Hills absent this
year. A total of 225,662 individuals was
recorded by 495 participants, down from
540 last year, reporting birds at a rate of
157 individuals per party hour. The par-
ticipants clocked 1435 party hours (734.3
by car, 699.8 by foot, and 1 by motorized
boat and canoe) and 15,283 km (14,065
by car, 1216.4 on foot, and 1.6 by other
means). Owling was conducted by 11
counts in the area with 60.8 hours spent
and 660 km traveled in pursuit; 120 peo-
ple watched their feeders for 219 hours.

Counts in the area produced a total of
119 species. Peel-Halton led the field this
year with 70 species, followed by
Cambridge with 65, Owen Sound with 62,
and Woodstock with 61. Temperatures in
the area ranged from a high of 0 degrees C
in Georgian Bay Islands, Hanover-
Walkerton, Wye Marsh, and Woodstock
and a low of -5 degrees C in Bruce
Peninsula and Bradford-West Gwillimbury.
The majority of counts reported minimal
snow depths, with maximums varying
greatly from 2 to 20 cm, the latter reported
from Owen Sound and Wiarton.

At least half the counts reported frozen
still water, and all counts had some mov-
ing water open, allowing for some
waterfowl species to be noted, but not at
the same levels as last year. Significant
sightings included: Greater White-
fronted Goose (CW, GD) in Kleinburg,
Snow Goose (1, GD) at Mindenmoya,
Northern Pintail (1, GD) at Kleinburg,
Canvasback (1, GD) at Peel-Halton,
Lesser Black-backed Gull (1, GD) at
Kitchener, Red-headed Woodpecker (1,
GD) at Kincardine and Richmond Hill (1,
experienced observer [EQ]), Common
Raven (1, EO) in Guelph, Eastern
Bluebird (1, GD) in Peel-Halton,
Hermit Thrush in Kleinburg and
Woodstock, Spotted Towhee (1, PH) in

Cambridge, and Rose-breasted Grosbeak
(1, PH) in Bradford-West Gwillimbury.

The Central East area had 42 counts
report this year, with new counts in
Belleville, Collingwood, Hilliardton, and
Machkinonje-North Monetville. A total
of 340,312 individuals were reported this
year by 1027 participants in the field and
1253 feeder watchers—North Bay pro-
viding the largest work force with 775
feeder watchers. Temperatures ranged
from 5 degrees C in Dryden to a low of
—20 degrees C in Huntsville. Kingston
led the counts this year with 109 species
reported, followed by Ottawa-Hull and
Presqu’ile, both with 73 species counted.
The area produced 144 species, logging
102 individuals per party hour. A total of
3323 hours were spent traveling 29
575.09 km during the various counts,
1349 hours on foot and 1942 hrs by car;
32 hours and 83.6 km were spent on skis
and by canoe and motorized boat, adding
to the totals. The feeder watchers added
an additional 1870 hours to the effort,
while those owling logged 100.85 hours
and traveled 900.6 km.

More than half the counts reported
frozen still water, while all but four had at
least some open moving water. The num-
bers of waterfowl were down significantly
from last year, and concentrations, with
the exception of Mallards, Common
Goldeneye, and Red-breasted Mergansers,
were higher on the western part of Lake
Ontario and Lake Erie. Significant
sightings included: Double-crested
Cormorant (1, marginal details [MD]) at
Napanee and (1, MD) at Sutton, Ring-
necked Duck (1, GD) at Huntsville,
Greater Scaup (1, GD) at Minden,
Long-tailed Duck (1, GD) at Barrie and
(1, MD) at Napanee, Sharp-shinned
Hawk (1, GD) at Algonquin, Gyrfalcon
(1, MD) at Sutton, Golden Eagle (1,
AQ) at Minden, (1, GD) at Pakenham-
Arnprior, (1, EO) at Petroglyphs,
Virginia Rail (1, GD) at Kingston,
Lesser Black-backed Gull (1, EO) at
Napanee, Greater Yellowlegs (CW, MD)
at Burk’s Falls, Short-eared Owl (1, EO)
at Pakenham-Arnprior, Boreal Owl (1,
MD) at North Bay, Northern Saw-whet

Owl (1, GD) at Algonquin, White-eyed
Vireo (1, ED) at Prince Edward Point,
Tufted Titmouse (1, ED) at Westport,
Carolina Wren (1, ED) at Westport,
House Wren (1, GD) at Kingston,
Winter Wren (1, GD) at Huntsville
and (1, ED) at Petroglyphs, Ruby-
crowned Kinglet (1, ED) at Presqu'ile,
Hermit Thrush (1, ED) Presqu'ile,
Yellow-rumped Warbler (1, GD) at
Minden, Chipping Sparrow (1, GD)
and (20, questionable number) at Sutton,
Presqu’ile, and Savannah Sparrow (1,
GD) at Kingston.

In the South, 23 counts reported,
with North Shore again participating. A
total of 759,990 individuals was tallied
during the counts, 282 per party hour,
down from the 374 recorded last year.
Temperatures were much colder this
count period, with temperatures ranging
from a high of 7 degrees C in Pickering
to a low of —7 degrees C in Wallaceburg,
one of the last counts conducted in the
area. Most counts had minimum snow
depths of 0-5 cm, with a maximum of
20 cm recorded at St. Clair National
Wildlife Area. A total of 1017 observers
participated in counts in the South, up
from the 782 recorded last year, despite
less desirable weather conditions. They
logged a total of 2693.3 party hours and
20,005 party km. They spent 1610.9
hours and 2693.3 km on foot, 1075
hours and 17,708 km in cars during
103rd CBC period. Feeders were also
observed in the South—101 people
spent 211 hours watching theirs in the
South. A total 130.8 hours and 1459.5
km were spent owling.

Blenheim and Niagara Falls garnered
top honors, each producing 99 species
this year, followed by Hamilton with 96
and Long Point with 87 species. The
South was one of the only areas with con-
centrations of waterfowl this year. In fact,
the high counts for Mute Swan (625),
Tundra Swan (1500), Greater Scaup
(13,131), Lesser Scaup (8270), Long-
tailed Duck (17,369), Common
Merganser (2977), and Ruddy Duck
(383) for the entire country were reported
from this area. It was a much better year
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than last for passerines, though not at the
levels seen in the past five years. Highlights
in the South included: American Bittern
(1, GD) at Long Point; Turkey Vulture
(2, GD) at Cedar Creek and (1, GD) at
Kettle Point; Northern Gannet (1, ED)
at Fisherville; Greater White-fronted
Goose (1, AQ) at St. Thomas; Golden
Eagle (1, GD) at Kettle Point; Dunlin (1,
ND) at Oshawa; Black-headed Gull
(present for some time [PS]) and
California Gull (PS) at Niagara Falls;
Lesser Black-backed Gull (1, ED) at
Cedar Creek and (1, GD) at London;
Red-headed Woodpecker (1, GD, PS)
at Kettle Point; Ruby-crowned Kinglet
(1, GD) at London, (1, GD) at Point Pelee,
(1, EO) at St. Catharines and (1, EO) at
Wallaceburg; Pine Warbler (1, GD) at
Cedar Creek, (1, GD, PS) at Long Point,
and (1, GD) at Niagara Falls; Ovenbird
(1, GD) at Toronto; Yellow-breasted
Chat (CW, PH, PS) at Hamilton—a first
for that count, Chipping Sparrow at
Cedar Creek, Fisherville, Kettle Point,
London, Point Pelee—all with good
details; Vesper Sparrow (1, AQ) at Point
Pelee and (1, GD) at West Elgin, and
Oregon Junco (1, ED) at Port Colborne.
Thanks to all for your efforts. 1 greatly
appreciated your help during the process
of writing this summary—you know who
you are! And “Good Birding” to you all!

PRAIRIE PROVINCES AND
NORTHERN CANADA
Alberta, Northwest Territories, Nunavut
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Winnipeg, MB R3T 2L3
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The number of counts reporting from
the Canadian prairies and northern terri-

tories rose dramatically this year—from
70 to 79—with 38 from Alberta, 19 from
Saskatchewan, 18 from Manitoba, 3
from the Northwest Territories, and 1
from Nunavut. Most of the gains came
from an increase of seven counts in
Saskatchewan where, thanks to the efforts
of Nature Saskatchewan, a number of
important counts were sent in after a long
hiatus of non-reporting. In Manitoba, a
count was initiated at Morden and the
Minnedosa count returned after a one-
year absence, but the Austin-MacGregor
count was not held, resulting in an
increase of one. The total species count
was 137—10 more than last year. Alberta
counts accounted for 121 species, with
88 in Saskatchewan, 81 in Manitoba, 27
in the Northwest Territories, and 1 in
Nunavut. Not included in the Alberta
totals are two species that would have
been new to the Alberta CBC list—
Chestnut-backed ~ Chickadee  and
Chipping Sparrow—but didn't have con-
vincing details.

Calgary topped Alberta counts with 64
species, barely surpassing Edmonton’s 63.

Saskatoon led the way in Saskatchewan
with a record 46 species, closely followed
by an impressive 42 at Regina. In
Manitoba, Winnipeg was on top with a
respectable 42 species, but Cypress River-
Spruce Woods was close behind at 38.
Fort Simpson tallied 18 species, the high-
est total in the Northwest Territories,
while the single Nunavut count at
Rankin Inlet reported only one
species—Common Raven.

December on the Canadian Prairies
was generally warmer than usual with
less snow, although some areas, such as
the northern parts of Saskatchewan, had
more snow. A cold snap in the fall froze
most water bodies in Manitoba, but far-
ther west freeze-up was delayed,
resulting in high counts for many water
birds. Wabamun Lake reported the only
Pied-billed Grebe, Western Grebe, and
Great Blue Heron. Medicine Hat
reported a Snow Goose and count week
American White Pelican and Tundra
Swan, unfortunately all with no details.
Lac La Biche had a Ross’s Goose.

Canada Geese were seen in record
numbers. Most of the 19,042 reported
at Calgary were lured by the combina-
tion of nearby unharvested grain fields
and open water roosts along the Bow
River; Saskatoon and Regina had 6194
and 6400, respectively. Two Greater
White-fronted Geese at Calgary made
for the first Alberta CBC record, while a
single at Biggar was the fourth CBC
record for Saskatchewan. Numerous
counts had waterfowl that were the first
local CBC records: American Wigeon at
Biggar and Saskatoon, Northern Pintail
and Northern Shoveler at the
Qu'Appelle Valley Dam, Redhead at
Minnedosa, Ring-necked Duck at
Pinawa, Long-tailed Duck at Gardiner
Dam, and Hooded Merganser at
Brandon. The Hudson Bay population
of Common Eider is essentially non-
migratory, wintering on leads of open
water and rarely reported on CBCs.
Thus, the six on the Churchill CBC
were a welcome find. Cold Lake report-
ed the only White-winged Scoter and
had a count-week Surf Scoter.

Accipiter totals were lower than last
year, perhaps echoing the smaller num-
ber of “feeder birds.” Bald Eagle was
widespread and relatively abundant,
often near waterfowl concentrations.
Single Red-tailed Hawks at Norman
Wells and Swift Current were unusual.
Gyrfalcons were reported quite widely,
with six in Alberta and two in
Saskatchewan. Observers failed to locate
Greater Sage-Grouse on the Govenlock
count, one of the last remaining popula-
tions in Canada. In spite of coyote
predation on nesting birds, Wild
Turkeys continue to survive at Fort
Walsh. A single American Coot was
found by Regina observers. Gulls were
found in record numbers in Alberta,
many of them at Cold Lake. Alberta
highs were set for California (23),
Herring (87), and Glaucous Gull (6 at
two CBCs, a new Alberta CBC species),
while Ring-billed Gull (21) tied last
year’s record. Both Herring and
Glaucous Gulls were present at Gardiner
Dam, the only gull site in Saskatchewan.
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Saskatoon had the dubious distinction
of setting a Saskatchewan record with
3585 Rock Doves; this species was also
abundant in Alberta, where a new record
provincial total of 15,150 was reached.
Two Mourning Doves at Squaw Rapids
were new to the local CBC list, but
Eurasian Collared-Doves at Eastend (1)
and Swift Current (4) added a new CBC
species for Canada, as this species contin-
ues to expand its populations in the
southern part of the Saskatchewan.
Persistence by owlers set two new Alberta
records among the nine species reported—
Northern Pygmy-Owl (15) and Boreal
Owl (21). Cochrane Wildlife Refuge had
eight Boreals alone, a new North
American record. On the other hand, only
a few Snowy Owls were counted and
Northern Hawk Owl went completely

unreported across the region for the first
time in many years. Woodpeckers were
generally common across the region,
and two Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers at
Edmonton were remarkable.

Corvids and chickadees were close to
record numbers in Alberta and
Saskatchewan in this probable final year
before West Nile virus is detected. Black-
billed Magpie numbers were up in
Saskatchewan, with Saskatoon’s 1210
establishing another record. New Black-
capped Chickadees high counts came
from Biggar and Saskatoon, with 920 at
the latter. Yellowknife reported 1951
Common Ravens, a new Canadian
record for this archetypal northern bird.
White-breasted Nuthatch was considered
uncommon in Alberta 40 years ago, this
year a record 1143 were reported from
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that province. A Mountain Bluebird at
Saskatoon was only the second CBC
record there. Bohemian Waxwing num-
bers were down from last year, although
there were 7438 at Prince Albert alone.
Sparrows are normally scarce across
the prairies in winter; this year many lin-
gered. This is part of a trend, particularly
for Zonotrichia species, and many com-
pilers have stopped boldfacing them,
though this may be premature for most
counts. American Tree Sparrows were
especially widespread, with record num-
bers in Alberta and Saskatchewan and
even a single bird at Fort Simpson.
Single Chipping Sparrows were reported
at three sites in Manitoba (Cypress
River, Pinawa, and a count-week report
from Balmoral), while a report from
Alberta was discounted due to lack of
details. Several Harris's Sparrows were
reported, including three at Eastend.
White-crowned Sparrows were scattered
across the region, including one at Fort
Simpson. White-throated Sparrows were
also more widespread than usual; the
most impressive count was the unprece-
dented total of 22 White-throated
Sparrows on the Winnipeg count, most
of them at the same downtown feeder!
Juncos were also widespread; this
species has significantly increased in
numbers on Manitoba CBCs over the
years. The Winnipeg CBC, for example,
has frequently had triple digit totals in
recent years, but 20 years ago, single digit
totals were the norm. Whether to attrib-
ute these increases by sparrow species to
more feeders, more planting of shrub-
bery for cover, the oft-mentioned global
warming, combinations of any of the
above, or as yet undiscovered causes
makes for enjoyable speculation. A Fox
Sparrow at Winnipeg and a Song
Sparrow at St. Adolphe were both very
rare, but the most remarkable sparrow
report was of two Smith’s Longspurs at
Nanton. Details were marginal, but
seemed to eliminate other possibilities—
this is a new CBC species for Canada.
Snow Bunting numbers were noticeably
down, no doubt due to the general lack
of snow cover. A Western Meadowlark

was somewhat surprising at Gardiner
Dam. Brown-headed Cowbirds were
noted at Saskatoon for an amazing
fourth straight year.

If sparrows were plentiful, finches were
not. Several compilers commented on
the scarcity of Evening Grosbeaks, and
numbers of other forest finches were also
unremarkable. A Gray-crowned Rosy-
Finch at Yorkton was east of the normal
winter range of this mountain species.
Common Redpolls crashed across the
region from last year's boom levels. For
example, five of the top seven circles
across North America for redpolls last
year were in Alberta, combining for
12,061 birds. In this CBC season those
same five counts totaled just 100
Common Redpolls, all at Edmonton.
On the other hand, American
Goldfinches were seen in record num-
bers, and House Finches continued their
explosive growth. In fact, with appear-
ances on 13 CBCs (three counts,
including the new Morden CBC, had
them for the first time), the House Finch
can now lay claim to being the most
widespread finch on Manitoba counts.

In closing we'd like to say most com-
pilers did a fine job, and we thank them
for prompt and thorough documenta-
tion of rarities. Sadly, at the other
extreme, a few counts reported ques-
tionable identifications with no
documentation. For example, compilers
should be aware that any blackbirds other
than Red-winged, Rusty, and Common
Grackle are not expected in the region in
winter, and a meticulous description is
necessary. Any reports lacking this will
be deleted or reduced to blackbird sp.,
as happened with one count this year.

BRITISH COLUMBIA AND
YUKON TERRITORY

Richard J. Cannings
1330 Debeck Road, Site 11, Comp 96, RR1

Naramata, BC VOH 1NO
dickcannings@shaw.ca

Five new counts came in from British
Columbia this year—D’Arcy-Birken,
Lake Country, Lasqueti Island,
Pemberton, and Nanoose Bay—and the

Harrison River count was revived after a
long hibernation. All these counts pro-
duced interesting results and brought the
BC count total to an even 70. All five of
the usual Yukon counts reported this year.

The weather was generally mild, espe-
cially in the central and southern Interior
where many normally frozen water bod-
ies were open. Temperatures in the
Yukon were near normal, with lows dip-
ping below 0 degrees F. Storms caused
havoc on some coastal counts, and the
Naden Harbour and Langara Island
counts were not done for the second year
in a row because of sea conditions. Also
on Haida Gwaii, the Rose Spit count had
to be rescheduled as storm-force winds
forced observers to abandon the unpro-
tected spit for their own safety.

Despite the mild weather, species
counts were well down from last year,
with a total of 218 in BC (231 last year)
and 21 in the Yukon (36 last year).
Ladner led the way again this year with
136 species, but the truly remarkable
result was the 112 species at Oliver-
Osoyoos. That total easily broke the old
Interior record of 109 species (held by
Vernon), and was made even more sur-
prising by the five count-week species
reported there—120 is possible! In the
Yukon, three counts—Haines Junction,
Marsh  Lake-Yukon River, and
Whitehorse—all tallied 18 species for
the tops in the territory.

Yellow-billed Loons were more wide-
spread than usual, with 16 reported on
seven counts. Not unexpectedly, most of
them were on the Queen Charlottes,
with seven at Masset and three at Rose
Spit. Also on the Charlottes, storm-
petrels were the highlight at Skidegate
Inlet, where a Fork-tailed was a first for
Canadian Christmas counts and a count-
week Leach’s was very unusual as well.

The six Trumpeter Swans at Marsh
Lake, Yukon, were indicative of the mild
fall and early winter in the region. Ladner
set a new Canadian record of 797 Brant,
while Chilliwack set another Canadian
record with 629 Wood Duck. Blue-
winged and Cinnamon teal were reported
on four counts in the Lower Mainland.

THE 103RD CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

AMERICAN BIRDS 53




Two Cinnamon Teal at Ladner and a
Cinnamon/Blue-winged at Vancouver are
not unexpected, but four Blue-wingeds at
Harrison River and eight just to the north
in Pemberton are amazing and were unfor-
tunately reported with minimal details.
For the first time ever, Squamish relin-
quished its title of Bald Eagle capital as the
revived Harrison River count squeaked by

with 741 eagles to Squamish’s 740. [

Rough-legged Hawk numbers fell for the
second year in a row, with only 71 report-
ed across the region, less than half the
numbers reported two years ago. On a
positive note, Ladner birders counted a
record 21 Peregrine Falcons, probably
feasting on all those Dunlin. Salmon Arm
reported a surprising total of eight Spruce
Grouse—this species is very hard to find
in winter when the birds sit quietly in
trees most of the day. Marsh Lake birders
found five Spruce Grouse, while Watson
Lake tallied the only ptarmigan in the
region—four Willow. Two Soras on the
Nanaimo count continued the trend of
small numbers of this species attempt-
ing to winter in British Columbia.
Similarly, five Sandhill Cranes at Ladner
were expected, but one at Kitimat was
simply extraordinary.

There were a number of interesting
shorebirds reported, including single
Marbled Godwits at Ladner, Skidegate
Inlet, and Victoria. Deep Bay reported six
Semipalmated Plovers and a Lesser
Yellowlegs, both species extremely unusual
in winter. In most winters, Killdeer and
Wilson’s Snipe are often the only shorebird
species Interior counts can hope for, and in
this mild winter both were certainly more
widespread than usual. The most remark-
able total was the five Killdeer seen at
Prince George. Ruddy Turnstones showed
up on three counts and Spotted Sandpipers
on six, with a good tally of three at
Nanaimo. The big shorebird show at
Nanaimo was a total of 510 Surfbirds, a
new Canadian record. Another record was
set at Ladner, with 84,773 Dunlin amassed
on the mudflats of the Fraser delta.

The big story on the British Columbia
coast was the phenomenal number of
Red Phalaropes present. This species is
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rarely reported from inshore waters even
during normal migration times, so a total
of 580 (560 of them from Sooke!) is com-
pletely unprecedented. The previous

Victoria almost 25 years ago.

California Gulls wintered in unprece-
dented numbers, especially on the east
coast of Vancouver Island, where a
Canadian record 1007 at Parksville-
Qualicum Beach made up one-third of
the regional total of 3057. Out-of-range
gulls included an Iceland at Ladner and
a Lesser Black-backed at Vernon.

Sooke had some good alcid numbers,
including 5533 Common Murres and
669 Ancient Murrelets, but the latter
number was easily eclipsed at Pender
Harbour, which reported 2028 Ancient
Murrelets. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at
White Rock was well documented. Five

Canadian record was eight seen at |

<y

British Columbia detail

Rock Wrens were reported from
Okanagan counts: two at Oliver-Osoyoos,
two at Vaseux Lake, and one at Vernon.
Lillooet Christmas counters put in a
special effort to count American Dippers
this year, and were amply rewarded for their
efforts with a new world record of 149.
Wintering Western Bluebird numbers
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continue to climb in the Okanagan
Valley, perhaps the result of more grapes
left on the vines to make icewine. A total
of 248 were seen in the valley, including a
new Canadian record of 97 at Penticton.
A single Mountain Bluebird, very rare in
winter in British Columbia, was seen at
Oliver-Osoyoos. Townsend’s Solitaire
numbers were down from last year’s
highs, although Hat Creek reported 59,
only three off the Canadian record.
American Robin numbers dropped to
normal levels in the Okanagan Valley
after two years of extremely high num-
bers, with the exception of 1441 at
Oliver-Osoyoos. Perhaps most of them
went to Vancouver Island, where
Victorids tally of 10,339 robins was more
than a third of the provincial total.

On a sad note, the last two Crested
Mynas in Vancouver were counted, but
it will be the last time—both were killed
in traffic accidents in the weeks follow-
ing the count. Bohemian Waxwing
numbers reached rock-bottom lows,
with only 6780 seen throughout the
region, normally a total seen on one
good count. The mild winter allowed
Yellow-rumped Warblers to linger in the
Interior, where singles showed up at
Creston, Golden, Merritt, and Williams
Lake. The big news in warblers were two
very rare finds—a MacGillivray’s at
Terrace and a Hooded at Duncan.

Sparrow numbers were generally down
from last year's amazing totals. Swamp
Sparrows were more widespread than
normal, with 15 seen on six counts,
including five at Port Alberni. An
American Tree Sparrow at Haines
Junction was very unusual that far
north, and one seen count week at near-
by Whitehorse suggested a trend. Also
exciting was an errant Western
Meadowlark at Mackenzie. Rusty
Blackbirds showed up on five counts,
while Oliver-Osoyoos had the only
Yellow-headed. Kelowna’s Great-tailed
Grackle was counted once again in its
wintering habitat at the local big mall.

What a difference a year makes, and
much of that difference in North
American bird distribution is due to the

Count circles in
ALASKA

forest finches. Pine Grosbeak numbers
were only a quarter of last years, and the
high numbers (if you can call them that)
were in central-northern BC and the
Yukon—141 at Smithers and 121 at
Haines Junction. Red Crossbills were cen-
tred in the Okanagan Valley this winter,
where the new Lake Country count had
the high total of 294—a Canadian high
this year as well. Common Redpolls hard-
ly showed up this year, with numbers less
than one-tenth of last year's—983 on 20
counts versus 14,319 on 54 counts last
year. Three Yukon counts tallied a total of
11 Hoary Redpolls, but none showed up
on British Columbia counts at all. Pine
Siskin numbers declined sharply from last
year, especially on the coast, where totals
were about half what they were a year ago.

ALASKA

R. L. “Buzz” Scher
8640 Leeper Circle

Anchorage AK 99504
bscher@rmconsult.com

Many times we have fantasized “what
could have been” had winters arrival

Alaska detail

just waited until after the Christmas
Bird Counts. This year those “what-ifs”
were realized in Alaska, where much of
the state experienced unseasonably
warm and dry weather leading up to the
count season. While no single count
established a new state high for total
species or individuals, the combined
counts produced 144 species (plus 4
during the count weeks) involving
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139,771 individuals, both new state
records. Furthermore, the weather cer-
tainly factored in the 76 Ring-necked
Ducks at Glacier Bay and 19 Killdeer at
Juneau, far surpassing the previous state
high counts for those species of 19 and
12, respectively; single Yellow-rumped
Warblers on four counts (Anchorage,
Ketchikan, Kodiak [count week] and
Matanuska Valley); and a Swainson’s
Thrush at Anchorage (where!!), a new
species on the Alaska CBC list.

Statewide, a record 895 participants
conducted 34 counts this past season;
including two new circles at Eagle (along
the Yukon River) and at Skagway. New
state high counts were established for 14
species, including 9967 Bohemian
Waxwings at Anchorage; 135 Gray Jays
at Fairbanks; 73 Lesser Scaup, 125
Sanderlings, and 2380 White-winged
Crosshills at Glacier Bay; 264 American
Wigeon, 19 Killdeer, and 2 Hermit
Thrushes at Juneau; 192 Double-crested
Cormorants, 638 Pelagic Cormorants,
and 441 Black Oystercatchers at Kodiak;
and 462 Varied Thrushes at Narrow
Cape (Kodiak Island), as well as the
aforementioned Ring-necked Ducks.

The southcoastal region produced the
greatest diversity, 113 species (79 at
Kodiak, state high), and 63,306 indi-
viduals (16,430 at Anchorage and
15,077 at Kodiak, state highs) from ten
counts. New regional high counts were
set for Great Blue Heron (22, Cordova),
Tundra Swan (14, Narrow Cape),
Green-winged Teal (131, Cordova),
Redhead (4, Homer), Harlequin Duck
(880, Homer), Dunlin (86, Cordova),
and Belted Kingfisher (17, Kodiak).
Additionally, a count week humming-
bird (sp) at Cordova was the first for
that family in the region during a CBC.
Also noteworthy were American Pipits
at Homer and Narrow Cape, single
Yellow-rumped Warblers at Anchorage,
Kodiak (count week), and Matanuska
Valley, and a Savannah Sparrow and
Brambling at Homer.

A total of 105 species (74 at Glacier)
and 46,297 individuals (9523 at Juneau
and 9337 at Glacier Bay) were recorded

on the 11 southeast region counts. New
regional high counts were set for Red-
breasted Merganser (310, Glacier Bay),
Northern Harrier (2, Glacier Bay), and
Savannah Sparrow (6, Juneau). Also
noteworthy were American Coots at
Glacier Bay and Juneau, a Western-type
gull at Glacier Bay, an Anna’s
Hummingbird at Juneau, an Orange-
crowned Warbler (third CBC record)
and two Swamp Sparrows at Ketchikan,
a Harris’s Sparrow at Glacier Bay, and a
Spotted Towhee at Juneau.

Three counts in the southwest region
tallied 56 species (44 at Unalaska) and
15,440 individuals (12,351 at
Unalaska). New regional high counts
were set for Bald Eagle (878, Unalaska),
Common Murre (4067, Unalaska),
Short-eared Owl (5, Izembak N.W.R.)
and Common Raven (830, Unalaska).
Additionally, the Unalaska count
recorded a Slaty-backed Gull, new in
this region on a CBC; a Tufted Duck;
and three Whiskered Auklets.

In the central region, 35 species (24
at Fairbanks) and 13,398 individuals
(8603 at Fairbanks) were recorded on
seven counts. A new regional high count
was set for Red-breasted Nuthatch (33,
Trapper Creek-Talkeetna). A large gull
(sp) at Tok was new to this region on a
CBC. Also noteworthy were single
White-crowned Sparrows at Eagle
Community and Tok, and a Golden-
crowned Sparrow at Fairbanks.

To the west and north, three counts
recorded 11 species (8 at Nome) and 1201
individuals (794 at Bethel, including 533
Common Raven). At Nome, a Pacific
Loon, King Eider, Lapland Longspur
(count week), and Eurasian Bullfinch
(count week), new to the state CBC list,
were all noteworthy for the western
region. And 129 Common Ravens (the
only species) at Prudhoe Bay set a new
high count for the northern region.

Finally, I anticipate the day when
Audubon gives the public access to all
the data from each CBC, including com-
plete weather and effort, as well as the
editorial comments! Here is to hoping
we will soon have access to all the data.

Northern Hawk Owl (Surnia ulula),
Sandwich, New Hampshire.
Photo/Mark Suomala

NEW ENGLAND
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont

Wayne R. Petersen
Conservation Department

Massachusetts Audubon Society
208 S. Great Road

Lincoln, MA 01773
wpetersen@massaudubon.org

Despite some difficult birding condi-
tions on several of the prime census
days, the 103rd New England CBC was
not a disappointment, least of all for the
3258 participants whose collective effort
logged a total of 210 species regionwide.
To locate and tally these species birders
put in a total of 9162.65 party-hours
and traveled 43,799.28 party-miles.
While slightly below last year’s statistics
in all categories, inclement weather on
several count days was likely a con-
tributing factor.

Because weather is often attributed as
the equalizer in determining the success,
or lack of success, of the CBC effort,
some mention must be made of condi-
tions leading up to the count period. In
southern New England, November was
generally cold, cloudy, snowy, and wet.
Boston’s precipitation was over an inch
above normal, including 3.6 inches of
snow, more than 2 inches above the
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average. December amplified these con-
ditions in that the first ten days averaged
10 degrees below normal, and over 11
inches of snow for the month was prac-
tically 4 inches above the average.
Although these conditions were not
overly extreme, they may have presaged
what was to follow in mid-January after
the CBC period was over. Had the bitter
conditions of mid- to late-January 2003
occurred several weeks earlier, who
knows what sort of avian mortality
might have been documented by
Christmas bird counters?

Obviously, weather conditions during
a specific count day can also affect the
success of the CBC effort. Indeed, less
than optimal weather hampered more
than one count during the period this
year. | suspect the sentiments of the
Ferrisburg compiler may have been
shared by more than one New England

CBC participant this year when he prof-
fered, “So we took our lumps, losing
more than a quarter of our participants
and racking up the worst species list in a
quarter century.” However, in the true
tradition of this century-old “rite of win-
ter” he added, “WE'll be back next year,
however, hoping to live down our
ornithological shame.”

Weather notwithstanding, records
were broken, trends were maintained,
new species were added, and overall the
CBC was anything but lackluster. For
example: the 71-year-old Cape Cod
CBC added four new species to its ros-
ter; Double-crested Cormorant was
recorded in triple figures on Vermont’s
Burlington CBC; 48 Black Vultures
were recorded in Rhode Island and
Connecticut; Greater White-fronted
Goose and Tufted Duck maintained
their virtual annual CBC appearance in

New England; Merlin numbers equaled
or exceeded those for American Kestrel
in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and
Rhode Island; Wild Turkey was record-
ed on every Connecticut CBC; and
Calliope Hummingbird at Cape Cod
and three Boat-tailed Grackles at
Stratford-Milford were the first ever
recorded on a New England CBC.
Regardless of weather conditions,
whether long-term or proximate,
regional CBC standings need to be men-
tioned. This year’s accolades for tallying
the greatest number of species in each
state go to Cape Cod (136) in
Massachusetts, Old Lyme (122) in
Connecticut, South Kingstown (122) in
Rhode Island, a tie between Greater
Portland (90) and Bath-Phippsburg-
Georgetown (90) in Maine, Coastal New
Hampshire (88) in New Hampshire, and
Burlington (76) in Vermont. Besides
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highlighting regional list totals for the
103rd CBC, one other milestone
deserves to be mentioned. Edith
Andrews, the “Grande Dame” of
Nantucket birding circles, is stepping
down after 55 years as compiler of the
venerable Nantucket CBC. Edith’s vast
knowledge of Nantucket bird life, her
ever-cheerful outlook, and her enthusias-
tic support of birders of lesser experience
have for half a century made her a central
figure in ornithological circles, not only
on “The Rock,” but throughout New
England. Thanks, Edith, for all that you
have done for the birds and for all you
have given to the birders of the region!
No matter what the weather, there
always seems to be a liberal sprinkling of
remarkable early winter records during
the CBC period. Species deserving special
mention this year are White-rumped
Sandpiper at Cape Cod (perhaps only the
second-ever in New England and one of
few winter records for North America),
Rufous Hummingbird at Old Lyme (a
second regional CBC record), Yellow
Warbler at Buzzards Bay (remarkably
late), and Black-throated Gray Warbler
at Stratford-Milford (present for days
before the count). In addition to the
extreme rarities already listed, other
notable occurrences include no fewer than
five carefully identified Pacific Loons at
Greater Portland, Buzzards Bay, Cape
Cod, Stellwagen Bank, and Truro; three
Great Egrets at Napatree and one at Cape
Cod; single Ospreys at Orono-Old Town
and Quabbin; and a Black-and-white
Warbler at Cape Cod. Three notable
count week species that unfortunately
failed to make the “A-Team” were Sedge
Wren at Nantucket, Black-throated Blue
Warbler at Augusta, and Brewer’s
Blackbird at Newport County-Westport.
A number of the trends highlighted in
recent past summaries were continued or
maintained during the 103rd New
England CBC. Rather than enumerate
once again all of these trends in detail, suf-
fice to say that among the species whose
continued regional increase seems
unequivocal are Snow Goose, Hooded
Merganser, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture,

Cooper’s Hawk, Wild Turkey, possibly
Razorbill, Monk Parakeet, Red-bellied
Woodpecker, Common Raven, Eastern
Bluebird, and American Robin. Although
there are other species that justifiably
belong in this category, the regional num-
bers of those listed particularly stand out
this season. In the “Column for Special
Concern,” outstanding examples include
American Kestrel, Northern Bobwhite,
possibly  American Coot, Hairy
Woodpecker, and Evening Grosbeak.
While the explanation for these trends
includes many possibilities, their reality
exists. Regional birders are encouraged
to give careful thought to these exam-
ples, and those individuals that are
charged with their conservation should
perhaps take special notice.

Before describing other highlights from
the 112 New England CBCs this winter,
generic comments can be offered about
several key groups of birds. First it was
abundantly obvious that many winter
irruptive species essentially stayed home
this season, clearly underscoring the reali-
ty that the severity of the local weather has
little to do with the presence or absence of
northern visitors. For example, note the
regional totals for the following species:
Snowy Owl (6), Short-eared Owl (19),
Bohemian Waxwing (67), Northern
Shrike (66), Pine Grosbeak (46), Red
Crosshill (19), White-winged Crosshill
(78), Common Redpoll (110), Pine
Siskin (187), and Evening Grosbeak
(132). Only Rough-legged Hawk (117)
and Northern Goshawk (38) made any
kind of statement regionwide, and in
northern New Hampshire, totals of
Boreal Chickadees at Pittsburg (68), Errol
(19), and Sandwich (19) were deemed
notably higher than usual.

A thoughtful examination of all the
regional CBCs invariably produces some
outstanding nuggets from the routine slur-
ry of data comprising the whole. What
follows are some of this years treasures.
Seabirds made an especially outstanding
showing, partly due to weather conditions
on some of the count days, but also
because of exceptional baitfish concentra-
tions inshore during the late fall.

“Ipswich” Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus
sandwichensis princeps), Middlebury,
Vermont. Photo/Rodney Olsen

Particularly notable were nine Northern
Fulmars and two dark-backed shearwa-
ters (species?) at Mid-Cape Cod, an
unidentified storm-petrel (possibly a
Wilson's!) at New London, unprecedented
numbers of Pomarine Jaegers (e.g., Mid-
Cape Cod [24], Cape Cod [8], Stellwagen
Bank [7]), and an awesome regionwide
total of 12,864 Razorbills. The Razorbill
figure is especially notable when one con-
siders that the Razorbill is one of the rarest
breeding auks in North America and that
the eastern Noorth American breeding pop-
ulation is estimated to only comprise
38,000 pairs (see “Status and population
trends of the Razorbill in eastern North
America” by G. Chapdelaine et al., in
Occasional Paper No. 105, Canadian
Wildlife Service, 2001). Other out-
standing alcid counts pertained to
Dovekie (Cape Cod [113] and Stellwagen
Bank [44]), Common Murre (Cape
Cod [36] and Cape Ann [21], and six
Thick-billed Murres at New London.
Highlights among the waterfowl
included two Tundra Swans at Ferrisburg;
Greater White-fronted Goose at
Hartford; “Eurasian” Green-winged Teal
at Cape Cod, Marshfield, and Plymouth;
Blue-winged Teal at Newport County-
Westport, Buzzards Bay (2), and New
London, (2); Northern Shoveler at
Middlebury; Redhead at Saxton’s River
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Dickcissel (Spiza americana), Woodbury-
Roxbury, Connecticut. Photo/Dave Tripp

and Coastal New Hampshire; Tufted
Duck at Worcester and Martha’s
Vineyard; Common Eider at New
London (2); King Eider at Greenwich-
Stamford and Old Lyme, and 72 Barrow’s
Goldeneyes at Orono-Old Town. Totals
deserving special attention are 49,000
Common Eiders at Marthas Vineyard,
140 Harlequin Ducks at Cape Ann,
42,600 Black Scoters at Martha’s
Vineyard (undoubtedly a new regional
high CBC total), and a staggering
525,505 Long-tailed Ducks at
Nantucket. The Long-tailed Duck total is
especially significant in light of a pending
proposal to develop a massive offshore
wind farm on Horseshoe Shoals in
Nantucket Sound.

The six-state total of 403 Bald Eagles
set a new modern high count, while
Sharp-shinned Hawk (489) and Cooper’s
Hawk (351) continue to amaze, particu-
larly in the light of what seems to be
happening to New England’s wintering
American Kestrel population. The
region’s only Golden Eagle appeared at
Middlebury, and a Gyrfalcon at Greater
Boston was a returning individual band-
ed in Boston in 1998.

The always-elusive Spruce Grouse was
missed entirely this winter, and with a
regional grand total of only 33 Northern
Bobwhites, it seems likely that soon this

species could be equally hard to locate!
The combination of vegetation succes-
sion, development, and an increase of
mammalian predators in southern New
England is apparently having disastrous
effects on this once common, perky little
game bird. Among the 13 species of
shorebirds recorded during the count
period, the most outstanding were three

| American Qystercatchers at Martha’s

Vineyard and another at New Haven, a
Greater Yellowlegs at Northern Berkshire,
and three Western Sandpipers at Cape
Cod. Unusual gulls featured a lingering
Laughing Gull at Greater Boston, Little
Gulls at Nantucket (4) and Cape Cod
(2), and a regional total of 30 Lesser
Black-backed Gulls. Almost as notewor-
thy was the paltry regional total of four
Glaucous Gulls. The apparent decrease
in numbers of this winter visitor may
largely be due to the increased closure of
regional landfills. Always a rarity in
New England in the winter, a Forster’s
Tern at South Kingstown was a welcome
surprise on that Ocean State CBC.

A grand total of 104 Northern Saw-
whet Owls was possibly the greatest
reward for the 589.27 hours of owling
effort put in by New England birders this
winter, since the only other luminary owl
was an obliging diurnal Northern Hawk
Owl at Sandwich. Four Red-headed
Woodpeckers in Connecticut and another
at South Kingstown were somewhat
unusual, as were northern New England
appearances of Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at
Unity, Nashua-Hollis, and Peterborough-
Hancock. Other species “pushing the
envelope” were Eastern Phoebe at Saxton's
River, Fish Crow at Truro, Common
Raven at Concord, MA, and Storrs (3),
Tree Swallow at Buzzards Bay (23) and
Martha’s Vineyard (5), Carolina Wren
at Machias Bay, House Wren at
Ferrisburg and Andover, and Hermit
Thrush at Waterville (2) and Pemaquid-
Damariscotta. Lest any readers are still
under the delusion that American
Robins are only worm-eating harbin-
gers of spring, note the totals of 18,876
at South Kingstown, 8729 at
Marshfield, and 5323 at Concord, MA!

Among the already mentioned unusu-
al or out of season warblers should be
added Nashville Warbler at Napatree,
South Kingstown, and Westport; Pine
Warbler at Middlebury; and Yellow-
breasted Chat at Greater Portland, along
with a remarkable total of 29 individuals
in Massachusetts. One has to wonder
about the survivorship of chats following
a winter such as 2002-2003! Sparrows
making the hit parade one way or anoth-
er this season included Chipping Sparrow
at Brattleboro (16!) and Waterville; Clay-
colored Sparrow at Buzzards Bay,
Newburyport, and Greenwich-Stamford,;
Vesper Sparrow at Middlebury and
Groton; Lark Sparrow at Napatree; a
well-photographed “Ipswich” Savannah
Sparrow inland at Middlebury; and
Lincoln’s Sparrow at Concord, MA.

In closing | wish to express my contin-
uing gratitude to all the compilers who so
faithfully pull together their data each
year, who demand details of unusual
species from usually tired and bleary-eyed
counters, and who dutifully provide
needed information when called for by
the regional editor. In addition I tip my
hat to all who annually go out, practical-
ly regardless of weather and holiday
distractions, and count birds at
Christmas. Thanks everyone.

NEW YORK

Kevin J. McGowan, Ph.D.
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology

159 Sapsucker Woods Road
Ithaca, NY 14850
kim2@cornell.edu

New York had 70 counts this year,
reporting a total of 207 species for the
103rd CBC. Sagaponack led with 134
species, with Southern Nassau and
Montauk just behind at 133. Tops upstate
were Buffalo at 94 species and Rochester
with 87. A strong winter storm hit the
area around the middle of the period, and
several counts reported having fewer than
normal birds because of bad weather con-
ditions. Despite the cold, open water on
most counts produced good numbers of
ducks upstate. The “half-hardy” passer-
ines also were well represented.
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A number of Long Island counts had
record-high counts of loons, especially
Red-throated. The Montauk count not
only had high counts of Red-throated
(2935, highest in the nation) and
Common (1560, second highest in
country) loons, but also tallied a Pacific
Loon. An Eared Grebe seen count week
in Dunkirk-Fredonia was the only
report of this species. A Black-crowned
Night-Heron in Hamburg-East Aurora
was a bit far away from the rest of its
species, which were concentrated on
Long Island. The one Snowy Egret and
two Tricolored Herons on the Southern
Nassau count were a bit unusual.

Turkey Vultures were concentrated in
the southern Hudson Valley, with sin-
gles seen on two Long Island counts,
and two birds appearing in Geneva. A
moribund Turkey Vulture seen close to
Geneva in January (specimen to the
Cornell  University Museum  of
Vertebrates) indicated that not all of
these lingering birds make the southern
flight to more hospitable climates when
the weather turns bad. Nearly all of the

125 Black Vultures seen in the state were
on the Southern Orange County count,
with only Putnam (4) and Rockland (2)
reporting them, too.

Trumpeter Swans were reported at
Dunkirk (1) and Rochester (2). This
species is to be expected more and more,
as reintroduction programs in other areas
produce more wandering individuals. |
urge people to report Trumpeter Swans
whenever they are encountered so that
we can get a good picture of its inva-
sion/recovery in the East. Lingering
Tundra Swans nearly matched last year’s
all-time high, with 902. Once again,
most of those were at Montezuma (560),
with significant numbers also at Buffalo
(159), Conesus-Hemlock-Honeoye
Lakes (114), and Watertown (42).
Greater White-fronted Geese turned up
in small numbers across the eastern part
of the state, with four on the Sagaponack
count, two on Staten Island, one at
Montauk, and one in Dutchess County.
Few Snow Geese lingered in New York
this year, in marked contrast to last year.
They were found in very small numbers

on 22 counts throughout the state. Only
the Queens count had any significant
concentration, with 824. Next highest
was Chatham with 53.

Good numbers of the less common
dabbling ducks were reported upstate.
Eurasian Wigeon was found on six
counts downstate, for a total of nine
individuals. It was noted as unusual in
most counts, but this was the 11th
occurrence on the Bronx-Westchester
count and the 17th for the Brooklyn
count. The Sagaponack count led this
year with four individuals. Green-
winged Teal were unusually common
upstate, albeit in small numbers, seen on
eight northern counts. Downstate, the
teal of note was the Eurasian form of
Green-winged, seen at Brooklyn,
Southern Nassau, and Sagaponack. The
Orient count managed to take the state
leadership in Long-tailed Ducks back to
Long Island with 1898, but Rochester
came in a strong second at 1062. Only a
very few were seen outside the normal
wintering areas. The 59 Mallard X
American Black Duck hybrids reported
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in the state were expected, but the seven
Mallard X American Wigeon hybrids
and the single Ring-necked X Scaup
reported from the Northern Nassau
count were unusual. Unfortunately, no
details were provided.

Raptor numbers were generally high.
An Osprey at Chatham and one count
week in Queens were the only reports.
Bald Eagle numbers remain strong. They
were reported on 30 counts, with two
more seeing them count week. The total
of 141 broke last year's all-time high of
108, good news for their continuing
recovery. Northern Goshawk was report-
ed on 17 counts, with a high of three at
New Woodstock. Twelve counts reported
all three species of Accipiter. A Broad-
winged Hawk reported at Bolton
Landing was intriguing, but the details
were marginal. A Golden Eagle was seen
on the New Woodstock count. Merlins
are becoming regular across much of the
state, and not just on Long Island. Six
upstate counts reported them, with
another three having them count week. A
total of 21 counts combined for a total of
45, Peregrine Falcon numbers remained
strong, with 31 reported from 12 counts.

Wild Turkey numbers were up in
many places, including on Long Island.
Nearly every count in the state reported
turkeys (62 out of 70 counts), with the
high being 432 at Cortland. Northern

Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapillus), video
playback image, Peekskill, New York.
Photo/Jackie Jones

Bobwhite continued its decline on Long
Island with only 39 individuals reported
from four counts. A Common Moorhen
was reported at Rochester without com-
ment or details.

Buffalo had the only upstate Killdeer.
Other unexpected shorebirds included a
Semipalmated Plover on the Captree
count, a Lesser Yellowlegs, a Long-billed
Dowitcher, and a Willet (likely a Western)
on the Southern Nassau count, and a Red
Knot on the Montauk count. Two Red
Phalaropes in Lake Ontario at Oswego-
Fulton were seen for several weeks.

A Great Skua at Montauk was the
most outstanding bird in the state this
year. It also came with a commendable
six rare bird reports! A number of
observers got good looks at a bird on the
beach, and a probable second bird was
seen the day before the count. Razorbills
were abundant around Long Island, with
1140 on nine counts. Montauk natural-
ly had high numbers (891), but the 116
on the Bronx-Westchester count were
amazing. Montauk added Dovekie and
Black Guillemot for three alcids. A
Thick-billed Murre reported on the
Brooklyn count had no details, and must
be considered suspect with all the
Razorbills around.

Only three coastal counts had Barn
Owils, and only three widely scattered
counts reported Snowy Owls. Numbers
of Eastern Screech-Owl and Great
Horned seemed robust. No unusual
hummingbirds were reported this year.
Several western hummingbirds in the
New York City area disappeared with the
onset of cold weather before the count

' period, in contrast to the previous warm

winter. A number of counts in central
New York reported record numbers of
most of the common resident wood-
pecker species. Could this increase be a
result of the beech blight sweeping the
state? A fair number of flickers were
found upstate, despite the cold weather.

Eastern Phoebe was reported on seven
counts, with only St. Bonaventure being
away from the coast or the lower
Hudson. No exciting flycatchers were
found on Long Island this year.

Continuing the expansion of both
Common Ravens and Fish Crows, eight
counts had three Corvus species; most
from along the lower Hudson. Saranac
Lake had to reach the four-corvid mark
the old-fashioned way, with Blue Jay,
Gray Jay, American Crow, and Common
Raven. West Nile virus undoubtedly
played a role in bird populations this
year, but the effects were difficult to dis-
cern (see related stories in this issue,
beginning on page 12). A few counts
even reported record high counts of Blue
Jay and American Crow. Still, the total of
48 American Crows reported from
Staten Island was sobering and perhaps
reflective of the continuing loss of these
susceptible birds in areas that experience
repeated outbreaks of the disease.

Carolina Wrens were found all over,
with lots of record-high counts. We'll
have to wait to see if they managed to
survive the harsh winter. Winter Wrens
were in good numbers upstate. Only
four House Wrens were found down-
state. Ruby-crowned Kinglet appeared
on a dozen counts upstate. A single Blue-
gray Gnatcatcher was found on the
Sagaponack count. Eastern Bluebirds
were in good, and sometimes record,
numbers upstate, with good representa-
tion downstate as well. Hermit Thrush
appeared on more upstate counts than
normal, and often with multiple sight-
ings. Gray Catbirds were seen at
scattered localities upstate, with three at
Syracuse. Only one report was made of
Bohemian Waxwing: a single bird well
described from Honeoye Lake.

Warblers were mostly absent or in low
numbers upstate, but seemed nearly
abundant downstate. Nashville Warbler
was found on three counts, Orange-
crowned Warbler on eight, Pine Warblers
on four, and Yellow-breasted Chat on
five. Single Common Yellowthroats were
seen on the Bronx-Westchester count
and upstate at Montezuma. Ovenbird
was seen and photographed at feeders in
Peekskill and Schenectadly.

American Tree Sparrows turned up in
record numbers at a few counts in the
middle of the state, with 1302 in Ithaca.
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Although regular on downstate counts,
Chipping Sparrow is uncommon to rare
upstate in winter. This year eight upstate
counts reported Chipping Sparrow, and
most included good descriptions of the
winter plumage with a brown (not red)
cap. Field Sparrows turned up at six
upstate counts. A single Clay-colored
Sparrow at Queens and Grasshopper
Sparrows at Montauk and Sagaponack
were well described. A female Rose-breast-
ed Grosheak was photographed at a feeder
in Queens. Three Baltimore Orioles were
reported, one each at Putnam County,
Bronx-Westchester, and Sagaponack.

It was a very off year for winter finch-
es. Evening Grosheak was nearly absent,
with only five reports. A report of 41 on
the Fort Plain count was the only one of
note. Saranac Lake managed only three
individuals. One report of Pine Grosbeak
came from Conesus-Hemlock-Honeoye
Lakes with no comment. The only cross-
bills reported were one White-winged
from Elizabethtown and another at
Massena-Cornwall. Common Redpolls
were reported on five counts, with small
flocks of 10 and 11 at Rome and Hudson
Falls, respectively. Pine Siskin was report-
ed on seven counts, with a high of 12 at
Saranac Lake, flocks of ten at Hamburg-
East Aurora and Hudson Falls, and
scattered individuals across the state.

NEW JERSEY/PENNSYLVANIA

William J. Boyle Jr.
14 Crown Drive

Warren, NJ 07059
bill.boyle@honeywell.com

A chilly fall and early winter led to
somewhat lower counts than tallied in
most of the past decade. Even though
the count period itself was warmer than
the early part of the season, the weather
was generally poor, with much wind and
rain on many count days. Perhaps
reflecting the maturity of the counts, as
well as declining habitat, no count in
either state produced a new high, but
there were a number of outstanding rar-
ities, including first state CBC records.

New Jersey’s 27 counts reached a
cumulative total of 204 species, some-

what above average, but the mean of 97
species per count was down three from
last year. Cape May led the way, as usual,
with an excellent 160 species, including
two state firsts among a long list of rari-
ties. Cumberland County moved into
second place with 129 species, and the
still hours of the predawn facilitated
some outstanding totals of owls.
Oceanville had the third highest count
with 126, followed by Barnegat and
Belleplain, each with 125 species.

Loon numbers were down 30 to 40
percent from last year, perhaps reflecting
the colder weather, and only three
counts produced single Red-necked
Grebes, giving no hint of the massive
invasion that occurred in February.
Waterfowl numbers were above average,
and the 37 species tallied included single
Ross’s Goose (Belleplain), Blue-winged
Teal, and Barrow’s Goldeneye (Sandy
Hook), as well as two Greater White-
fronted Geese, three Eurasian Wigeon,
and three King Eiders.

A record-tying four Ospreys were
found on three counts, while the out-
standing total of 120 Bald Eagles topped
the previous high by 20 individuals.
Amazingly, 21 of the 27 counts produced
Bald Eagles. One of the outstanding rari-
ties of the season was a Broad-winged
Hawk located on the Cape May CBC by
a veteran raptor enthusiast. Cumberland
County provided the only Golden Eagle,
but 16 counts yielded a record total of 28
Merlins. Winter reports of Merlin were
greeted with great skepticism only 20
years ago, but significant numbers of this
aggressive little raptor have apparently
changed their habits. The total of three
Ruffed Grouse was the second lowest ever.

Nine Sandhill Cranes on the
Cumberland count were part of a group
of pure and mixed (Common X
Sandhill) cranes that have taken up resi-
dence in the county in the past few
years. An impressive total of 21 species
of shorebirds recorded included New
Jersey’s first CBC Long-billed Curlew,

Count circles in
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on the Cape May CBC. This long-stay-
ing individual (still present in March
2003) is only the third state record in
more than 100 years, and the first to
linger. The only other shorebirds of note
were the three Marbled Godwits at
Oceanville. Gulls were again well-repre-
sented, with only Black-headed missing
from the list of 11 species. Only a single
Forster's Tern was found (at Barnegat),
but the Long Branch CBC had three
species of alcids, including a Dovekie,
36 Razorbills, and the first New Jersey
CBC Black Guillemot. Barnegat added
another 13 Razorbills, and Oceanville 1.

A single Snowy Owl at Sandy Hook
was one of the few seen in the state all
winter. Totals of 41 Short-eared and 20
Northern Saw-whet owls were indicative
of a good flight year for both species.
New Jersey’s first CBC Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, a male coming to a Cape
May feeder, was a surprise. Although this
is the state’s only breeding hummingbird,
it is not a species expected in winter,
when four other species have occurred.
Red-headed Woodpeckers dropped from
an outstanding 51 in last year’s invasion
to a mere eight this season, only two
counts reporting the species.

Twenty-four Eastern Phoebes were
found on eight counts, and a Western
Kingbird present in Cape May for some
time was the first CBC sighting in a
dozen years. Only two Northern Shrikes
were detected, but a Loggerhead Shrike
at Princeton was an outstanding find. It
was not an invasion year for Red-breast-
ed Nuthatch, with only 27 individuals
on 15 counts, down from 375 last year.
Four House Wrens and four Sedge
Wrens were about average for recent
years. A cooperative Varied Thrush at
Walnut Valley was the first ever for a
New Jersey CBC.

Only seven species of warblers were
detected, but included an excellent 17
Orange-crowned Warblers and an
impressive seven Yellow-breasted Chats.
A lingering Western Tanager at Cape
May was the first in 11 years, but the
only sparrow of note was a Lincoln’s
Sparrow at Moorestown. Winter finches

were essentially non-existent, with only
53 Purple Finches and six Pine Siskins.

Sixty-five counts were submitted from
Pennsylvania, with Curtin dropping out
from last year. The total number of species
sighted, 147, was a drastic drop from last
year’s 167, and the lowest total in more
than 20 years. For a change, no count
stood out as a leader, as three CBCs
(Southern Bucks County, Upper Bucks
County, and Southern Lancaster County)
recorded 91 species. This was the lowest
state-leading total since 1966, when
Glenolden recorded a mere 90 species,
and only the second time since then that
no count registered 100 or more.

A total of only nine Common Loons
compares with last year's 780, and there
were no Red-throated Loons or Red-
necked Grebes. Twenty-nine species of
waterfowl included a single Greater
White-fronted Goose at Central Bucks
County. Bald Eagle numbers continue to
rise, with a record 155 noted on 29 counts,
well above last year’s record of 124. Single
Golden Eagles were at Southern Lancaster
County and at Wild Creek-Little Gap, but
the continuing surge in wintering Merlins
hit a new record of 25 individuals on 18
counts. While not all of these were satis-
factorily documented, anyone who has
spent a lot of time in the field in winter
over the past two decades cannot have
failed to notice the genuine increase in the
presence of this species.

A Common Moorhen at Glenolden
and a Purple Sandpiper at Erie were
two of the season’s highlights. In addi-
tion to the Purple Sandpiper, only the
expected Killdeer, Wilson’s Snipe, and a
couple of American Woodcock repre-
sented the shorebird clan, but the eight
species of gull included an excellent tally
of four Thayer’s Gulls at Southern Bucks
County, along with an excellent total of
178 Lesser Black-backed Gulls, down
only slightly from last year’s record.

The total of five Northern Shrikes was
down a bit compared to eight in 2001,
but Loggerhead Shrike was missed for
only the third time in the past 20 years—
not a good sign for this declining species.
An Orange-crowned Warbler was located

on the Southern Bucks County CBC, as
was a well-photographed Black-throated
Green Warbler, one of the best birds of
the season. Three counts reported single
Lincoln’s Sparrows, each of them sup-
ported by convincing details, while the
premier rarity of the season was an imma-
ture male Black-headed Grosbeak,
well-photographed on the Southern
Lancaster County CBC.

A single Brewers Blackbird was at
Bethlehem-Easton and the season’s only
Common Redpoll was found in Upper
Bucks County. Bloomshurg produced
the only three Evening Grosbeaks, as
this species’ disappearance from the
region continues unabated.

DELAWARE/MARYLAND

Norman C. Saunders
1261 Cavendish Drive

Colesville, MD 20905
marshhawk@att.net

I will move from west to east through
Maryland and Delaware’s major physio-
graphic regions in an attempt to give a feel
for notable sightings by area. Before that,
I want to mention the passing late last
year of Rick Blom. One of Maryland’s
best-known birders and educators, Rick
will be missed by all of us who knew
him from his teaching, his writings, and
his field work.

Weather patterns (medium- and
short-term), food availability, human
interference, and many other factors
have impacts on bird movements and
abundance during CBC season. The
Delaware/Maryland region was once
again locked in the grip of a continuing
drought that led to severe water short-
ages over much of the area. Extended
warm weather seemed to put off the
annual appearance of rarities from early
November until well into December
and early January. Warbler, sparrow, and
winter finch species that were relatively
abundant during the 102nd Christmas
Bird Count season were present only
in low numbers this year. Perhaps they
knew better than human weather fore-
casters of the rigorous winter still
to come? American Crows were in
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noticeably low numbers this year, well
below average in many of the counts
and in all of the count areas. Is this an
early indicator of some of the dire West
Nile virus predictions?

The Allegheny Mountains, the west-
ern-most area in Maryland, is host to
only a single count, the Oakland CBC.
Six doughty counters braved the snow
and cold this year to pin down 46 species.
Notable were a pair of well-described
Wilson's Snipe and a tally of 5666
American Crows, third-highest count for
this species in the past 19 years and
against the trend noted above.

Moving eastward to the Ridge and Valley
section of Maryland (Allegany County,
Catoctin Mountain, and Washington
County), unusual or high count species
this year included Long-tailed Duck and
Lincoln’s Sparrow in Allegany County,
Tufted Titmouse and Carolina Wren in
Washington County, and Snow Goose,
Wild Turkey, and Cedar Waxwing in the
Catoctin Mountain circle.

The Piedmont Plateau (Elkton, Rock
Run, Sugarloaf Mountain, Triadelphia
Reservoir, and Seneca) had high counts
for many waterfowl and raptor species.
New birds were seen in the area this

year—Brown Pelican in Elkton, Merlin
and Yellow-headed Blackbird in Rock
Run, an Osprey in Triadelphia, and
Wilson's Warbler in Seneca.

The Western Shore of the Maryland
Coastal Plain has Christmas Bird
Counts in: Annapolis-Gibson Island,
Baltimore Harbor, Bowie, Jug Bay,
Point Lookout, Patuxent River, and
Port Tobacco. The Patuxent River
count, in its seventh year, set new highs
for 42 species. Annapolis tallied 38
Great Cormorants, Baltimore Harbor
had a Nashville Warbler, Bowie added
Brant to its cumulative species list, and
Jug Bay added Brown Pelican, Great
Cormorant, and Lapland Longspur.
Point Lookout added Blue-winged Teal,
and Port Tobacco reported Wild Turkey
and Rufous Hummingbird.

The lower Eastern Shore (Crisfield,
Denton, Lower Kent County, Ocean
City, St. Michaels, Salisbury, and
Southern Dorchester) also reported high-
er than average counts of many waterfowl
species. Unusual species included Painted
Bunting at St. Michaels, Orange-
crowned Warbler and Grasshopper
Sparrow in Lower Kent, Baltimore Oriole
in Ocean City, Lincoln’s Sparrow in

Salisbury, and a high count of 39 Long-
billed Dowitchers in Southern Dorchester.
The upper Eastern Shore (Bombay
Hook, Cape Henlopen-Prime Hook,
Middletown, Milford, Rehobeth, Seaford-
Nanticoke, and Wilmington), as with the
lower shore, had good counts of water-
fowl, with some good new birds added to
cumulative lists. Bombay Hook hosted an
American White Pelican, and Cape
Henlopen both Long-eared and Northern
Saw-Whet owls. Middletown reported
its first Harlequin Duck, while Rehobeth
added Barn and Long-eared owls, and
Seaford had a Blue-headed Vireo.

WASHINGTON, DC/VIRGINIA

Teta Kain
7083 Caffee Creek Lane

Gloucester, VA 23061
teta@VIMS.EDU

Thirty-nine counts from the Virginia-
Washington, DC, area were submitted
for the 103rd CBC, two fewer than last
year's total. It is regretful that the long-
standing counts of Charlottesville,
Warren, and Big Flat Mountain are miss-
ing. They have been on the roster for
many years. Rained out in 2001, Dismal
Swamp was back in the lineup.

The premier count of 2002 was
Washington, DC. What an incredible
count it had! In an otherwise lackluster
year, birders in the nations capital
found three species new to that count—
Rufous Hummingbird, Nashville Warbler,
and Indigo Bunting—an astounding
feat considering that the count is 66
years old. Additionally, observers also
recorded the only Yellow-breasted Chat
in the state, chalked up record highs of
eight species, and added a couple Blue-
gray Gnatcatchers, an Orange-crowned
Warbler, and a Black-and-white Warbler
just for good measure. No other count
in the region could match its stellar per-
formance this year.

The most significant aspect of many
counts in this region was the low num-
bers of individual birds, especially on
Coastal Plain counts. For the first time
since 1990, the total number of birds
found on all counts in the region
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dropped below 1 million. Decreases in
numbers were noted across a wide spec-
trum of species. Some of the more
significant decreases are noted here.

An average of 46,000 Snow Geese have
been counted throughout the state over
the past six years. The total of 8550
snows in the 103rd Count represents a 71
percent decrease. Ruffed Grouse numbers
have been quietly dropping for a number
of years with a dismal statewide total of
only 12 birds this season. Northern
Bobwhite numbers continue to plum-
met, in spite of Herculean efforts to
expand and improve its habitat.
Loggerhead Shrikes continue to struggle
along. Only 12 were found on five
CBCs, all in the Mountains and Valleys
region, except for 1 at Lake Anna.

Over the past 30 years, the average
number of Sedge Wrens was around 35-
40 per year; numbers have dropped
substantially in the past three years with
only 12 recorded this year, 34 last year,
and 10 in 2000. A Vesper Sparrow at
Cape Charles was the only one found, a
far cry from the halcyon days of the
1970s and '80s when often 50 or more
would be recorded from all around the
state. There was no invasion of those cov-
eted Northern invaders this year. Only 33
Red-breasted Nuthatches, 89 Purple
Finches, and 50 Pine Siskins appeared,
mostly in the western part of the region.

Not all, however, was doom and gloom.
Brown Pelican numbers rocketed to an all-

time high of 1553 individuals, a whopping
418 percent increase of the previous

high of 371 set in 2000. Double-crested S ;

Cormorants saw an increase of 158 per-
cent. Besides a good showing on the

Coastal Plain, Black-crowned Night- f
Herons popped up in some other unusual §

places—Wayneshoro, Shenandoah-Luray,
and Manassas Bull Run. Black Scoter num-

bers showed a 500 percent increase over the FE-%

past 10-year average of 900. Red-breasted

Merganser was another species that occurred '; L.

in the highest numbers since 1991.

Bald Eagle numbers reached record highs |

again—no surprise there, but the eye-pop-
ping total of 81 Red-shouldered Hawks at
The Plains boosted the state total for that
species to an all-time high of 489 birds.
Merlins are becoming more widespread in
the state, with individuals found in four
Northern Virginia count circles, along
with those discovered at Augusta County,
Shenandoah-Luray, and Blackford.

Short-billed Dowitcher numbers more
than doubled from counts in past years to
a record of 761, with 631 found at
Chincoteague alone. Ring-billed Gull
numbers soared to almost 125,000 birds,
the most ever, with all the coastal counts
reporting record or near-record tallies.
Lesser Black-backed Gull counts also rose
to record highs with a total of 121 record-
ed on 11 CBCs.

Mathews County broke another record
for Eastern Bluebird totals with 968, as did
Wachapreague, Nansemond River,

Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax
nycticorax), Shenandoah N.P.-Luray,
Virginia. Photo/Neal Lewis

Newport News, Walkerton, Central
Loudoun, The Plains, Northern
Shenandoah Valley, Rockingham County,
Waynesboro, and Lexington. Although
American Robins seemed to be everywhere
this winter, only a few CBC:s listed record
highs, and the overall total was not signifi-
cant. On the other hand, Gray Catbirds
showed up in high numbers, most notably
the first in 19 years at Wise County.

The Ipswich race of the Savannah
Sparrow took a nice jump, with 35 indi-
viduals found on five of the counts on
Eastern Shore and Southside Virginia.
Fox Sparrows enjoyed a surge in num-
bers, with 670 recorded around the state,
the second highest total. This represents a
300 percent increase over the previous

Count circles in
WASHINGTON DC/VIRGINIA
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Northern Rough-winged Swallow
(Stelgidopteryx serripennis), Fort Belvoir,
Virginia. Photo/Ben Jesup

30-year average of 220 birds. Twelve
Lapland Longspurs at Hopewell helped
boost the total of that species to 17
overall, the most since 1993. Two
Painted Buntings appeared at Little
Creek (for the fourth CBC record). At
Back Bay, an astounding 34 Brewer’s
Blackbirds appeared in a feedlot and
were impeccably documented by two
experienced birders who carefully noted
field marks on each one. This is the
highest state total ever.

Despite low numbers, there were some
really “good” birds found. Photographs
and video of the Clark’s Grebe at Little

Creek were obtained and have been
evaluated by the state’s record commit-
tee. Another record with excellent
photographs was of two Northern
Rough-winged Swallows on the Fort
Belvoir count, the first state winter record
for that species. The only truly unusual
gull to show up was a Mew Gull at Little
Creek, a sighting that will require review
by the state records committee for
acceptance. Whether or not a Monk
Parakeet is considered a “good” bird,
one showed up at Nansmond River, the
first on a Virginia count in nine years.
Some surprising misses were: American
White Pelican; Red-necked Grebe (first
miss in six years, and in a winter when they
were surprisingly plentiful); American
Avocet (seen the last four vyears);
Whimbrel; Little Gull (first miss since
1996); and Black-tailed Gull (even though
this species is the rarest of rare, it was still a
thrill to chalk it up on a count three out of
the past four years). Not found were nei-
ther an Iceland nor a Glaucous gull (at
least one or the other, or both, have put in
an appearance over the past decade);
Dovekie (almost never seen on a Virginia
CBC, but with the significant influx of
this species along the mid-Atlantic coast
this winter, one would have thought one
or two might have had the good grace to
turn up on a count day); Prairie Warbler

Count circles in
NORTH CAROLINA
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(found 9 of the past 12 vyears); Lark
Sparrow; Dickcissel (seen all of the past
nine years); Common Redpoll; and
Evening Grosheak (first miss since 1964/).

NORTH CAROLINA
Ricky Davis

608 Smallwood Drive
Rocky Mount, NC 27804
RIDNC@aol.com

The 103rd CBC in North Carolina con-
sisted of 45 counts, another record number
for the state. The new count, Balsam, came
from Jackson and Haywood counties in
the mountains, providing more needed
coverage in that part of the state. Weather
conditions were amazingly good for the
entire count period. Only one count
(Mount Jefferson with light snow/rain on
December 14) had precipitation! Wind,
which is usually the most detrimental
weather condition to counting birds, was
not a problem. Fog was reported only once,
that being in the a.m. at Mattamuskeet.
Temperatures were generally average
across the state, with no real extremes
noted. Thus all this good weather made
for some good conditions on the counts.
This season, 230 species were found,
including three forms and one hybrid. A
total of 1,513,091 individuals were tal-
lied, with several large blackbird flocks
boosting the numbers. Perennial leader
Southport had an impressive 171 species,
followed by Morehead City (164) and
Wilmington (159). Leading tidewater
counts were Mattamuskeet (143),
Alligator River (115), and New Bern
(115). Wayne County once again had a
good count for the inner coastal plain
with a total of 111. Piedmont leaders
included Raleigh (97), Chapel Hill
(94), Southern Lake Norman (94),
Jordan Lake (90), and Pee Dee (89).
Mountains counts with the best totals
were Henderson County (83), Brevard
(77), Buncombe County (69), Balsam
(69), and Tryon (64).

Several very rare birds were found on
the counts this year. A Pacific Loon was
at Wrightsville Beach on the Wilmington
count. A Long-billed Murrelet was seen
briefly but well in the surf at Fort Macon
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on the Morehead City count. Not only
was this a first for the state’s cumulative
CBC list, but it was only the second
report for North Carolina. The first was
at Jordan Lake in December 1994. Cave
Swallows were found at Wilmington (2)
and Southport (1). These birds were
obviously part of the major influx that
occurred along the eastern seaboard dur-
ing the late fall and early winter. A female
Western Tanager at Cape Hatteras pro-
vided one of the very few reports for a
CBC in the state. A female Yellow-head-
ed Blackbird was a good find on the Pee
Dee count, another species that has been
found on very few CBCs in this state.
An impressive total for North Carolina
was the 24 American White Pelicans at
Mattamuskeet. Winter Anhingas were at
the usual locations (Greenville, New
Bern, Wilmington, Southport) while lin-
gering long-legged waders included a
Great Egret at Raleigh, a Cattle Egret at
Cape Hatteras, and Glossy Ibis at Bodie-
Pea Islands and Cape Hatteras. Green
Herons were found much more than nor-
mal, with seven coastal and one piedmont
(Jordan Lake) count reporting this species!
Waterfowl highlights were one Ro0sS’s
Goose (Pettigrew), three small Canada
Geese at Winston-Salem identified as the
“Richardson’s” form, and five Common
Eiders at Southport. A Rough-legged
Hawk was found at Alligator River, the
most reliable location for this species in
the state. Inland Merlins were at Brevard,
New River, Southern Lake Norman,
Iredell County, and Falls Lake. Northern
Bobwhites continued their decline with
only 14 counts reporting them, although
Alligator River’s total of 174 was not
only encouraging but quite impressive.
Sandhill Cranes were found again at
Morehead City (3) for the second year in
a row. Shorebird highlights included excel-
lent Piping Plover counts at Portsmouth
(26) and Morehead City (18), 6 Avocets
and 2 Marbled Godwits at Mattamuskeet,
20 Lesser Yellowlegs inland at Wayne
County, and 2 Least Sandpipers inland at
Chapel Hill. There were only four counts
reporting Spotted Sandpipers with two
being inland at Wayne County. The only

rare gull was one Thayers at Cape
Hatteras, although the four Black-legged
Kittiwakes from the beach at Hatteras
were quite noteworthy, too. Barn Owls
were found more frequently than usual,
with six counts reporting them, including
a family of four at Mattamuskeet. After
several years' absence, Northern Saw-whet
Owls were found; this time two were at
Cape Hatteras. Hummingbirds continued
to impress; highlights this season were a
Calliope on the Charlotte count, six
counts reporting Rufous, and two Black-
chinneds (Brevard, Wilmington) with the
one at Wilmington being an adult male! A
Western Kingbird was found at the fly-
catcher hot spot of Alligator River.
Encouraging was the high total of 32
Loggerhead Shrikes on the Raven Rock
count. This species has been in very low
numbers for many years. Quite unusual
far inland in winter were Gray Catbirds at
Balsam, Charlotte, and Pee Dee. In the
warbler department, Morehead City
had a Nashville Warbler, a Northern
Waterthrush, and a Yellow-breasted Chat.
Northern Parulas, one of the rarest early
winter warblers in the state, were found on
three counts, with two at Mattamuskeet
and singles at Cape Hattteras and
Southport. The Mattamuskeet causeway
also harbored a Cape May, a Black-throat-
ed Blue, and three Yellow-breasted Chats!
Yellow-throated Warblers also made a
good showing, being found on four counts
(Cape Hatteras, Kitty Hawk, Southport,
and Wilmington). Also quite rare in win-
ter inland were the Orange-crowned at
Charlotte and the Common Yellowthroat
at Balsam. A single Bachman’s Sparrow at
Southern Pines and a Clay-colored at
Morehead City were the only of these
species found this season. Lark Sparr