
From Birding to 
Conservation

AUDUBON FLORIDA ASSEMBLY 
2023

American White Pelicans. 
Photo: Candice Head/Audubon Photography Awards.



Erika Zambello

Communications 
Director

Brad Cornell

Southwest Florida 
Policy Associate

Your Session Guides

Chris Farrell

Northeast Florida 
Policy Associate



Session Outline

Covid-19 pandemic launches new birders.

Using social media for conservation.

Conservation and chapter activities.

Individual action steps for conservation 
objectives.

Protecting birds 
and the places 
they need.



Birding amidst 
the pandemic: 
the data

Purple Martins. 
Photo: Keith Kingdon/Audubon Photography Awards.



By the Numbers

Birdseed and/or bird feeder sales 
up 45-50%

Wikipedia: Visits to Blue Jay page 
jump from 44,000 in May 2019 to 
85,000 in 2020 and 73,000 in 2021

According to Panacea Products 
Corps, sales of birding gear/merch 
go up 10-15%

New record for Global Big Day 
participation.

Red-bellied Woodpecker. 
Photo: Mark Eden/Great Backyard Bird Count



Click to hear National Audubon Society's 
John Mahoney explain how the Audubon Bird 
Guide App became popular during the 
pandemic and continued to engage birders in 
the years since. 
https://youtu.be/lro5L6JaaSc

https://youtu.be/lro5L6JaaSc


Social media for 
conservation



Source: Pew 
Research Center



Introduce Birders to 
Conservation Issues

People come for the bird photos, 
leave with new ideas.

Keep accounts active (Facebook 
reaches different audience compared to 
Instagram).

Feature the work of your 
members/volunteers.

Include conservation messaging on 
photos themselves or in caption.

Free tool: Canva.com

Photo: Joshua Pelta Heller/Audubon Photography Awards.





Come for the photos, leave 
with new ideas.



Example Facebook Post

Cute baby eagles 

Conservation messaging in the 
caption

Link to more information



Hear from Aisha Yousuf, an explorer, life-long 
student, and data scientist, who explains how she 
made the jump to conservation in her social 
media posts.

https://youtu.be/dSW2pe0t7Tg

https://youtu.be/dSW2pe0t7Tg


Conservation 
and chapter 
activities

White Ibis. 
Photo: Edward Munoz/Audubon Photography Awards.



“Can't I just be a birder?”

• Birds – and other wildlife – need 
everyone to understand their 
plight and support 
their conservation.

• Birders should support 
conservation efforts to keep the 
birds they love – and the places 
they bird – in existence!

Photo: Chris Farrell



Princess Place Preserve, Flagler County (P2000+local funds).

Of the ~10 million acres of land managed for conservation 
in Florida, more than 2.5 million were purchased under the 
Florida Forever and P2000 programs

Photo: Chris Farrell



State of the 
Birds 

Report

USA

2022



Start eZ with eBird!



Encourage birders 
to "brag" about 
their adventures to 
park managers

Photo: Chris Farrell



Conservation messaging can go almost anywhere!

• Bird walks – add conservation info to the introduction or scatter throughout 
walk.

• “Bird of the month" or other articles you share in newsletters can highlight 
conservation issues.

• Programming: ask speakers to weave in a few conservation-related details to 
their talk!

Photo: Adrienne Ruhl



Hear Birdnote's communications director 
Bibi Baksh-Pabion explain how the daily 
podcast engages birders of various skill 
levels.

https://youtu.be/VaBS3Rs8TrU

https://youtu.be/VaBS3Rs8TrU


Action steps for 
conservation 
objectives.

Black Skimmers. 
Photo: Jean Hall/Audubon Photography Awards.



Step One: Choose Your 
Issues and Prioritize

 What is most vital to your 
chapter and you?

 What role can you play? 
(what do you bring to the 
issues’ solutions?)



Step Two: Plan Your 
Strategy

 Clear objective (passage of 
good policy or denial of 
bad project, etc).

 Timeline and resources
 Collaboration – don’t go it 

alone if allies can be called 
in.

 Assignments – who does 
what.  Use experience and 
expertise in your camp.



Step Three: Execute
Tools and Tips
 Reconnaissance – find 

agendas and notices for 
permits and 
meetings/hearings.

 Alert your members, friends 
and media.

 Write letters: policymakers, 
LTE’s and op-eds, regulatory 
comments on permits/rules.

 Public comments – show up 
and speak!

 Need good relations with staff 
and policymakers – start now. 



Communication Tips

 Short and succinct.
 Main point or “ask” up 

front and at end.
 Use good sources for facts 

– avoid speculation.
 Avoid personal attacks of 

staff or policymakers.
 Keep a sense of humor 

and scale.

Wood Storks. Photo: Jean Hall



Alerts
 Consider collaborating 

with Audubon Florida.
 Template for constructing 

alerts: headline; summary 
of issue; call to action; 
background resources if 
needed.

 Most effective are 
personal written emails or 
letters, calls, and hearing 
attendance.  Other 
options: auto-generated, 
petitions. 

Photo: Brittany Piersma



Letters
 Comment letters on 

regulatory issues are very 
important.

 Keep to one or two pages.
 Like public comment: main 

point up front and 
conclusion, with succinct 
factual information in 
support.

 Avoid speculation – use good 
factual sources.

 Find permits and issues by 
good reconnaissance.

Burrowing Owls. Photo: Jean Hall



Thank you!
Questions?
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